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INTRODUCTION
I. Students who attend colleges or schools are faced with classes that enforce strict attendance policies. Students enrolled in course may sometimes have up to a maximum number of absences before points are deducted from their grade.
II.  I believe that most attendance policies use point deductions as a result of absences and cause the student’s grade to suffer.
III.  For me, most students think that attending a college is a choice and they should have the right to miss class without penalty. Attending school is supposed to signify a new found freedom to make important choices regarding education without school attendance policies. Students believe that freedom comes with choosing to attend college, therefore, escaping daily roll calls of school classes.
IV.  Mandatory attendance policies in school while studying presents a challenge to students hence the greatest obstacle remains going to class. Therefore, a high school graduate comes to college and experiences the free atmosphere, they find it discouraging to find that their new course is enforcing attendance policies.
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BODY
I. There are problems associated with attendance policies in school. Some of these problems are associated with threats and bullying and mild anxiety in schools.
A.  From a psychological perspective, attendance in schools leads to adverse outcomes such as lack of interpersonal connection.
1.  The connection between the students and their teachers is threatened due to the prevailing culture created by school attendance policies.
2.  Every student brings about a variety of needs that need to be met and are not effectively achieved.
3. They find themselves in situations which they feel they are over-controlled and less than competent.
4. Due to alienation by the attendance policies, then common sense is alienated. It leads to disengagement from school learning.
5. Therefore, it should surprise no one that disengages students who manifest a range of behavior, learning and emotional problems and tend not to want to come to school due to the attendance policies.
B.  School attendance policies focus more on disincentives.
C. In some schools that have attendance policies, absent students are required to perform community service.
D. In states, students cannot get a driver’s license if their school attendance is a problem.
E. States have been tempted to introduce zero-tolerance policies for truancy so that students who avoid school are denied an education through expulsions and suspensions or even sent to inadequate alternative schools.
F. It results to lower achievement, high dropout cases and increased achievement gap and profiling of students racially.
G. Attendance policies in school lead to a chronic absence in the early grades of a student reflects on the degree to which schools address the needs of their students.
H. Attendance policies in schools lack the provision of an effective and engaging learning experience.
I. Attendance suffers when families are struggling to keep up with the routine of school despite the unavailability of reliable transportation, long working hours in poorly paid jobs and unaffordable housing.
J. Therefore, attendance policies increase the levels of chronic absence due to lack of schooling experiences that do prepare students for formal education.
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	II.  The solutions to problems associated with attendance policies are through different strategies.
A. One of the solutions is to clarify student perceptions of the problem. Talking openly with students about why they have become disengaged so that steps can be planned for how to alter the negative perceptions of disengaged students and preventing others from developing such perceptions.
B.  In reframing school learning, students have to view their teachers as supportive and perceive outcomes, content and activity options as obtainable and valuable.
C. It is essential to avoid threatening evaluative measures, reframing content and clarifying purposes in terms of real-life needs and experiences and underscoring how it builds on learning and why school procedures can be effective to those designed to correct school attendance policy problems.
D. Renegotiating involvement in school learning involves new and mutual agreements that are developed and evolved through conferences with the student and where appropriate include parents.
E. The intent is to influence choice perceptions, outcome and value:
1. The focus creates awareness of valued options, enhancing expectations of positive outcomes and engaging students in meaningful decision making.
2. Students need to be assisted in sampling new processes and content, options and include valued enrichment opportunities and involve modifying and re-evaluating decisions to shift perceptions among the students about the attendance policies.
F. Re-establishing and maintaining proper working relationship helps provide solutions for problems associated with attendance policies.
G. The school management has to ensure that the school process minimizes threats to feelings of competence and self-determination to value others and highlights accomplishments that enhance the public perception that is caring, and safe.
H. There should be the provision of opportunities for continued generalization and application of self-directed self-learning and ensuring students pursue more class and getting additional support.
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	III.  School attendance policies are significant because they ensure students succeed in academics since they consistently attend school.
A.  It becomes difficult for a teacher to build the student skills and progress if a number of them are absent hence falls back in academics.
B. School attendance policies are powerful in preparing students for success in school and life.
C. When school attendance is made a priority, the student gets better grades, develops healthy life habit, has better chances of graduating in school and avoids dangerous behavior.
D. When a student is absent for school days, their grades and reading skills often improve and among those students tend to struggle so much in school.
E. Students who regularly attend school feels more connected to their community develop social skills and friendships and are more likely to graduate from high school and set up for their future.
F. The other benefit of school attendance is that it ensures there is no learning gap among students and avoiding piling up of makeup work for the students and teachers in schools.
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CONCLUSION
I. I believe that school attendance policies are rights and responsibilities. The students who value education can agree that these policies are essential.
II.  Society has to play a significant role in addressing barriers that prevent the rights of students.
III. Students who experience these problems should look for ways to handle such issues through sophisticated strategies for solving school attendance problems.
IV. Therefore, the complexity of such issues demands comprehensive and integrated approaches; thus, new policies and practices must evolve so that schools and families work together to develop what is needed.
	




[bookmark: _GoBack]



References
Balfanz, Robert, and Vaughan Byrnes. "The importance of being in school: A report on absenteeism in the nation's public schools." The Education Digest 78.2 (2012): 4.
Gottfried, Michael A. "Evaluating the relationship between student attendance and achievement in urban elementary and middle schools: An instrumental variables approach." American Educational Research Journal 47.2 (2010): 434-465.
Persky, Adam M., et al. "Classroom attendance: factors and perceptions of students and faculty in US schools of pharmacy." Currents in pharmacy teaching and learning 6.1 (2014): 1-9.
Piscatelli, Jennifer, and Chiqueena Lee. "State Policies on School Climate and Bully Prevention Efforts: Challenges and Opportunities for Deepening State Policy Support for Safe and Civil Schools." National School Climate Center (2011).
Reid, Ken. "The strategic management of truancy and school absenteeism: Finding solutions from a national perspective." Educational Review 64.2 (2012): 211-222.
image1.png
W

TUPUL
DEPARTMENT OF
COMMUNICATION STUDIES

scnoo!
I

ARTS





